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Gasping for air, the mouse cried,

“)'LL FLAP MY TAIL UPWARDS -
SEE IF YoU (AN (ATCH IT1”

The mouse flapped his
tail upwards;

only a small

splash came.

Kaka couldn’t grab

the tail.
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He then heard a sudden

< SRUEAK- SQUEAK ¢

from somewhere.

Kaka looked
up and down,
left and right,

and all around him

The squeak-squeaking continued

but he could see nothing! loudly and frantically.
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OPS/image8.jpg
“I'M DROWNING!
PLEASE HELP ME!"”

cried the mouse,
as he tried to grasp
the sides of the pot.






OPS/CoverDesign.jpg
Kaka the crow is thirsty. When he goes looking for water,
he finds some in a pot but a little mouse is trapped in it!
Does Kaka help his new friend?

Narrated by theatre and film actor , this story adapted by

introduces an unexpected twist to the popular folktale
of the thirsty crow. Vibrantly illustrated by Vi , with charming
music by Sri , Kaka and the Mouse is about being inventive
even under dire circumstances.
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A tall glass, a short glass,
A pot or a cup.
A tumbler, a beaker,

For me to drink up.

Sadly he sat on the
Gulmohar tree

in Ramu Uncle’s
garden, and began
to sing softly.

Water, sweet water,
Is there any in sight?
Water, clean water,
Before I take flight.”

“Something to drink,
To escape the heat.
Some lime juice, some soda
Or a lassi sweet.
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Kaka flew from the pot to the date seeds
back and forth and back and forth

to drop them into the pot.

As more and more date seeds
fell into the pot, Excited, he kept on dropping the seeds
Kaka noticed that the water until finally, the water and the mouse
in the pot kept rising. were right on top.
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And right inside, struggling to stay afloat,
was a tiny mouse gasping for breath.

“What’s the matter, pipsqueak:?”
Kaka asked, forgetting his own thirst for a moment.
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He looked inside the old well in the backyard,
the fish bowl in the verandah,
the bird bath in the garden,

and the water tank in the terrace.

Kaka the crow was thirsty
There was not a drop
of water to be seen!
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“TRY DROPPING THoSE DATE SEEDS
oN RAMU UN(LE'S TABLE i
: INTo THe PoT!” g

suggested the mouse tearfully.

Kaka thought this was a very strange idea.
But he decided to give it a try anyway.
Splash! He picked a date seed up with his beak
and dropped it into the pot. Nothing happened.

KEEP DROPPING THEM, KAKA,”
~ said the mouse.

“DoN'T 4IVE yP!"
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Kaka was delighted. He forgot about the squeaking “Squeak-squeak,” came the sound again,
and dipped his beak inside to get a sip of water. much louder this time.

But the water was way down the pot;
Kaka’s beak could not reach it.
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Kaka the crow is thirsty. When he goes looking for water?
he finds some in a pot but a little mouse is trapped in it!
Does Kaka help his new friend?

Narrated by theatre and film actor , this story adapted by

introduces an unexpected twist to the popular folktale
of the thirsty crow. Vibrantly illustrated by , with charming
music by , Kaka and the Mouse is about being inventive
even under dire circumstances.
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: Kaka plucked a long, black,
- beautiful feather off his wing
z and held it into the pot.
The mouse jumped

and jumped and tried to
reach it, but couldn’t.
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With his beak, he picked up the little mouse

carcfully and placed him on the kitchen counter.

“THANK Yo, KAKA,"

said the mouse.

V 4

Kaka drank water till his thirst
was quenched, and together, the two new friends
went back into Ramu Uncle’s garden -3

to tell the other animals and birds ’
about their adventure.
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Curious to know where the sound was coming from, He peered into the pot. And, there, right at the bottom, _ s
Kaka got off his perch and flew right into gleaming brightly, was water!
Ramu Uncle’s house through an open window.

The squeak-squeaking got louder. And then :
he realized that the squeak-squeaker was inside
the big clay pot on Ramu Uncle’s kitchen counter!
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Kaka pressed his beak into the pot,

but he could not reach the mouse.

He twisted and turned, opened and
closed his beak, but no matter what

he did, Kaka could not reach the water
or the mouse.






