



    [image: ]









    [image: ]









    [image: ]









    [image: ]









    [image: ]









    [image: ]









    [image: ]









    [image: ]









    [image: ]









    [image: ]









    [image: ]









    [image: ]









    [image: ]









    [image: ]









    [image: ]









    [image: ]









    [image: ]









    [image: ]









    [image: ]









    [image: ]









    [image: ]









    [image: ]









    [image: ]









    [image: ]









    [image: ]









    [image: ]









    [image: ]









    [image: ]









    [image: ]









    [image: ]









    [image: ]









    [image: ]





OPS/image28.jpg
racefully, he swung and sang: -
’ thzn»you' wns]n bostop, o e SE N
Bring your feet togétl\er, :

Carl Your 11'“““ w t'gj‘t S :
: A]l'f-'yﬁl\ Q\\\& a l'alt' : S 5 .7:;‘:,

: Put your right foot ont‘, i o
L guing, Your trunk fo the left-
Pute your left foot out,
C gnd, Your ok toimmg\l
Do il; to the beat with o step and szg!

kleﬁ 5
got frumk SR i
R'g't Lel% &th “‘d\“ ﬁ@é 5 %

- St()p!






OPS/image10.jpg





OPS/image8.jpg
“I have an idea,” cried Mika ey key. Mika was Vinayak's friend.

He never teased Vinayak and was the only one who Uﬁdersfood‘ his problem.
“Come with me, Vinayak,” Mika said.
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At this time, an unusual guest arrived in the forest.
It was Tembo.

From the time he was born, Vinayak and his brothers
had heard many stories about Tembo, the largest
elephant that ever roomed the forest.
Strange whispers continuously
floated in the jungle about
Tembo's sfrength and size.

But when Vinayak actually saw
Tembo, he was taken completely

by surprise.
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Yes, Tembo was huge. He was larger than Dr. Hippo ywﬂ”

/7

and broader than Vinayak’s old aunt.

But the most incredible thing was that Tembo had a trunk
that was unusually long. ..

Much, much longer than Vinayak could

ever imagine! It was unending,
stretching, and really, really long!
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“Move the way | do. Watch your front legs,”
Tembo instructed little Vinayak.

“Put out your right foot first,
swing your trunk to the left. Left foot next,
swing your trunk to the right.”

Vinayak followed the enormous pac;hyderm.
As he moved his little body, Vinayak swung
his trunk left and right.
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Even Little Vinayak’s grandfather, who had lived a great many years and
had seen a great many things, looked at Tembo and his trunk with wonder.

, this large elephan’r moved with the grea*est“ease e nev
stumbled and never fell. Litle Vinayak watched stunned.
The others gasped inawe.

Vinayak ran to him, stumbling and fa»lling as he Wen’r.
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Litle Vinayak was a little elephant.
An unhappy little elephant.
He had the most peculiar problem.

He kept tripping on his runk.

t

o i:i’mes every day.

S hundred
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“Come, little one,” Tembo invited.
“Stand beside me and do what | do.”

Little Vinayak stood beside Tembo
in complete attention.

“The frick is to manage the problem,
not fo let the problem manage you.”
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WILL
Yovu

READ
wITH
ME?
“Of all the creatures in this world, do you know who
has the longest nose? Of course, you're right. It is the
elephant.
I'm Vidya Balan and when | was little, | remember
asking my mother how elephants manage to walk with
their long noses but never seem to trip and fall. My

mother laughed and told me a story which | remember
to this day.
Would you like to listen to it? Will you read with me? ,,

/

{
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“Your trunk is $o
50, 50 long and you

$0, 50, 50 big, -
but still you never

How?”

“Would you like to learn, child2”
asked Tembo ever so softly.
Vinayak nodded eagerly,
waving his frunk up and down.

“Yes! Oh yes!”

he burst out.
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“Do what, little one?”
asked Tembo softly.
Vinayak strained fo catch
the big animal’s voice.
For a creature so big, Tembo's
voice was a merest whisper,
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All the animals cheered. That night, there was a big party.
Together, with the moon smiling and the stars twinkling and Mika clapping,
Litle Vinayak and Big Tembo sang their song and danced their very special dance.

And now even we know why baby elephants never frip on their trunks, don’t we?
For even if their trunks are long, they have learnt the special dance from our Little Vinayak.
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Singing, swaying, and stepping, he was so
intent on his steps that Vinayak did not realise
that he had moved past two mango trees
without falling even once.
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“Come here, Vinu,” she called.
She gathered Vinayak’s long trunk
and tied it into a huge knot.
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“Excuse me mister...

’big. o0
elephant...

creature...”

~ Vinayak said breathlessly.

“How do
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: “Mlka, Mlka' Wake up'” he called
"‘You ve Jllst got to help me.”
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“You've olmosf got rt ||ﬂ|e Vmayok X

¥ Mika clapped excitedly.

) _ said Tembo.
“You've got it, Vmayak! "You just need to Iearn how fo stop
Yoive g()t lt'” a7 - Come, follow m? one more fime.”
Tembo swoyec[ hls end|ess nose and

“By Gumpatit 1 have go it b vl
thought Vinayak, when “Stopl”
said the big one. As Vmcyak
stopped mid-song, the trunk

: _gdf*caug}ﬂ in hls feet.
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A week ago, he had heard Dr. Hippo tell his Ma
that his trunk was just a wee bit too long.
And that was the problem.

“What can | do, Ma?” wailed Vinayak.
Poor Ma, what could she do?
Dr. Hippo had not offered any cure.





